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LETTERS OF WILLIAM BYRD, FIRST. 

(From his letter book in the Collection of the Virginia Historical 

Society) 



(Continued) 



To Mr North 

Virginia May y e 10 th 1686 
S r 

This Serves onely to acquaint you of our wellfare & give you 
thankes for your kindnesse to my Son, w' h I hope you will con- 
tinue. I hope by this time m r Brain & you have Settled all 
affairs relateing to T. C. Estate. You shall Suddenly hear from 
mee by or Small irish man(l) I got from Potomac by whom I 
designe you ab* 80 H d " of Tobo & shall then draw a bill on you 
for 100 &od pounds for rum & Sugar I bought of him else could 
not have had y e fraight. My Service to all friends, from 

Yo r reall frd & Serv' 
W B 

Pray Send mee by y e first [opportunity] easy Sumer Boots for 

Selfe. m r Coe I believe can give 

you a measure or Cap' Bradly 

if not come away allso a 

Wedding ring 20" price 1 Silver 

thimble & bodkin E P 

1 Set Shirt Buttons m r kd R H 
To m r North $1 Booth 

(1) "Small Irishman," i. e., a small Irish ship. 
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To Edward Braine 

Virg'a May y" 10 th 1686 
S' 

This I hope will find you Safely arrived at your desired Port, 
where (I doubt not) you have composed all affairs, by paying 
m r North his due according to yo r obligacon & promise w h I 
shall bee glad to hear. All our friends in health ; onely my Aunt 
hath been much troubled at a report of your Death w h was 
generally spread abroad in these parts. I suppose you will 
Suddenly recieve all yo r Tobacco, there being now no want of 
fraight; Remember mee to all our friends not forgetting m r 
Kennon & yo* Brother. I wish you health & a safe retume & 
am 

Yo r loveing Cozen 
W B 
To m* Edw 4 Braine 



To John Clinton 

Virginia May y» 26 th 1686 
S' 

According to your desire I have herewith Sent you an Indian 
Habitt(2) for your Boy, the best I could procure amongst our 
Neighbour Indians, there is a flap or Belly Clout 1 p r Stockings 
& 1 p r Mocosins or Indian shoes allso Some shells to put about 
his necke & a Cap of Wampum I could not gett any dyed Hair, 
w h would have been better & cheaper these things are put up in 
an Indian Baskett, directed as you desired, there are a Bow & 
arrows tyed to itt, I hope they will come Safe, & find you at yo r 
desired porte in health. I am Sorry I was not So fortunate to 
See you ere yo r departure : You formerly devised mee to Som 
Books & promised you would procure y'm I therefore intreat 
you to Send mee a treatise or two of Mineralls & Stones the 

(2) Gifts of various sorts were constantly being exchanged between 
Virginia and England. One may easily imagine the delight of a little 
English boy at receiving such an outfit, though probably his descendant 
who knew Cooper would have been still more pleased. 
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fittest you find for my purpose either of m r Boyles or any other 
English Author, allso Salmons Polygraphice the last Edition, 
& if you can conveniently, I pray you Send mee Some Samples 
of Oare, especially of Lead, tin or Silver, for our ignorance 
therein hath made us neglect, Some things w h I conceive might 
bee of Value; S r I beg your pardon for imposing this trouble, & 
assure you if I can any way Serve you here, you may freely 
Command 

S r 

Yo r reall frd & Servant 
If you Send pray Send by Some of the (first) James River ships. 
To m r Jn'o Clinton $ Sinclare 



To Mr North 

Virg'a Ult'o May 1686 
S' 

This onely Serves to accompany the Unity Jn'o Sinclare M 
by whom I have Sent you 79 H d " of Tobacco w th one H de & a 
Barrell of furres, w h I hope will come Safe to hand. Pray if 
possible procure mee a tailor for mine is allmost free One years 
tailors worke in my family is more then a tailor can bee worth, 
Send mee in ab* ten or a do'z Suits of Servants Cloths ready 
made for a tryall, allso one large Clo. Campaigne Coat ab 4 30" 
price. 

I hope you will dispatch Bradly betimes for here is likelyhood 
of forward Crops, Pray give my best respects & Servcie to all our 
friends, & accept the Same from 

Yo r reall friend & Serv' 
W B 

I have charged 152£ on you payable to m r Rich d Reeve allso 
a note on you for 40 s to m r Jn'o Sinclare there is I believe a 
mistake in y° n'o of h ds of tob'o on board I reckon there should 
bee 78 H d9 if y e other is found on board Jn'o Sinclare will de- 
liver it you 
To m r North $ Sinclare 



LETTERS OF WILLIAM BYRD 131 

To Perry and Lane 

Virg'a P'o June 1686 
Gen* 

This Serves onely to give you an acco* of our Wellfares & y* 
our trade of planting goes forward apace, there is great likely- 
hood of early Crops, if the ships are as forward you may have 
Tob'o timely enough; No news as yet of Hasteds comeing ab* 
onely his sloops one in this river takeing in Tob'o so I Suppose 
hee will not bee long after this. I hope you will bee mindfull to 
procure mee an Apprentice Youth for I am in great want, not 
else but respects & Service to all fr" 1 * fro'm 

Gen 4 

Yo r fr" 1 & Serv* 

W B 
I have charged yesterday 15£ on you payable to Charts Mory- 
son 
Pray Send mee y e things hereunder mencon'd 

Trade Invoice Booke 
To m e8 Perry & Lane p Sinclare 
Postscript June 2 d 
Yo* ^ Radiden just come to hand & thanke you for y e Salt 
w' h came opertunely I being in great want, the stockings I had 
were no : wost'd 



To Perry & Lane 

Virg'a July y e 8 1686 
Gen* 

Haveing no notice of Hasted Saileings I could not by him 
write to you, but m r P' r Perry tells mee hee Sent you a bill of 
Ladeing for 24 H dB of Tobacco I had on board him I did hope 
by him to have Sent you Some furs & skins but hee not Sending 
for them & Cap* Tibbets rideing So remote could not without 
great inconveniency fetch them they must lye till Gadsden, who 
(as m r P r Perry tells mee) hath promised a little before hee Sails 
to Send for them by w' h time I hope to have more. No News 
as yet of Wyn, wee hear hee was not at Barbados y e 18 th of May 
so know not when to expect him. Here is great indeavo" for 
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mighty Crops, but yet know not what may bee y e Event: I can 
not imagine what this trade will come too Since as wee increase 
there will bee certainly greater quantity of Tob'o made but the 
case hath been the Same these 40 or 60 years. I could wish 
wee had Some more certain Commodity to rely on but see no 
hopes of itt. Your Duffeilds this year proved indifferent onely 
narrow & Some too light a blew the plains Stark naught the 
Hoes much lesse this year then last & will Scarcely Sell, the 
Kettles I formerly mention'd; Beads you Sent mee large white 
instead of Small. I can by no means put them of, Pray (if its 
not too late) Send mee none but Small white this year, all others 
a drug. I formerly charged 60£ on you f& Exchange payable 
to m r P r Perry, w' h please to pay accordingly. My best re- 
spects & Service to all our friends & please to accept the Same 
your Selves from 

Gent 

Yo r reall it 6 & Serv* 
W B 
To m" Perry & Lane $ Tibbet 



To Arthur North 

Virg'a July y« 8 th 1686 
S r 

My last to you was by Sinclare with 77 H d « of Tob'o, 1 H d & 
1 Barrell of furs w' h I hope is come Safe to yo r Hands have little 
now to adde onely acquaint you of our Wellfare, & y* I daily 
Expect to hear from you by Wyn, I am Sorry I could not hear 
from you by the last ships, though I long Since rec d an Acco* 
of y" Booths Venditia from others, desire you to bee more 
p'ticular how the m'ket of furs & Skins goes, by all oppertunity's. 
My Service to all our friends m r Coe his Lady m r Gower Ct'a. 
Hope next year to See you, In the meantime pray accept mine 
w^ my wives best respects & Service from 

S' 

Yo r reall fr" 1 & Serv* 
W B 
To m r Arthur North $ Tibbets 
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To Sadleir and Thomas, Barbadoes 

Virg'a 8 b r y 18 th 1686 
Gen* 

Yo™ $ Jacob Green & Wynne came Safe to hand w th what 
Goods you Sent . The white Sugar very bad. I bought better 
here at 19 # & 6 d $ C* the Limejuice was not worth one farthing, 
all y* rest of y* Goods very dear, as all others affirme that had 
goods from Barbados at that time I doubt not but you will hear 
of itt largely from others. Our designe was to have Sent y* 
ship immediately backe to you with Corne, pipe staves Ct d but 
the Sickness of Wyn & all his men hath occasioned a long Stay, 
& I fear lost his market. However I desire hee may bee im- 
mediately dispatch'd from Barbados, least hee allso loose his 
Voyage to Maderas, his wheat is now all ready, & wee designe 
shall bee at one place ere his returne. I desire you to Send mee 
the Goods underwritten, but pray lett y e rum Mellasses & Sug' 
bee all in Barrells, w' h are much fitter for Sale here then great 
Caskes. You will recieve herewith from mee 12 H d ' of Corne 
8 Barrells of flower & ab* 2500 pipe staves, what they will come 
to I know not. I beg pardon now, my family being very Sicke 
with the Small Pox but hope to have oppertunity to write more 
largely hereby if not have desired Cap* Randolph to take my 
bills of Ladeing: 

The negros proved well, but two of them have the Small pox 
w' h was brought into my family by the Negro's I reed from 
Gambo; not else at present but with best respects take leave 

Gen* 

Yo r Humble Servant 
Wm Byrd 
I desire these following Goods to bee Sent on my p'ticular Acco* 
Viz' 

1200 Gall'ns Rum 

3000 S Muscovado Sugar 

1 Barrell of white, ab* 2" lett it bee better then last year 

2 Tun of Mellasses 

1 Caske Limejuice, 2 lb. Ginger 
To Mess" Sadleir & Thomas 

merch* 1 In Barbados ty Wynn 
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To Perry and Lane 

9 b' y 10 th 1686 
Gen 4 

I miss'd the oppertunity of writeing P Gadsden, hee haveing 
(notwithstanding his reiterated promises tom'P' Perry) left 
out all my furres & skins, Six H d " whereof w th 26 H d " of Tobacco 
I hope will come Safe to yo r Hands herewith; I have been mighty 
unhappy in the Negros by Cap* James, m r Hartwell Stopping 
the ship at Towne, m r P r Perry m r Harrison & himselfe lotted 
them there, & kept the ship 3 or 4 days in bitter cold weather; 
all y 4 had y" Small pox (itt seems) hapned into my lott one dyed 
on board, & another in y e Boat, my people that went for y'm 
caught the distemper & brought itt into my family, whereof 
poor m" Brodnax(3), & 3 of my Negros are allready dead, & 
ab* fifteen more beside my little daughter have them. Pray 
God put a Stop to itt, for I have allready cause to repent I ever 
was concern'd in James, I allways understood they were to bee 
deliver'd att Swinyards, & not for one mans convenience to run 
the Hazard of y e Whole, but now there's no help for itt. 

No news as yet of Hall, by that time the Booth goes out hee 
may bee here (if hee bee well) God Send hee may. Hee hath 
ever been a Charge & disappointment to us, I wish I was fairly 
rid of him. Tobacco proves generally good this year & bright 
(especially the forward) of w' h I must not expect much. My 
Goods (if they come at all) will bee for a latter markett. I reed 
15 Negros from James beside one dy'd in the Boat & one (they 
Say) dyed on board w h was design 'd for mee therefore hope I 
shall bee charged no more than I reed alive from on board. I 
hope the new ship you intend may prove more Successfull then 
any of those I have hitherto been concerned in. The Booth 
(I suppose) may Saile ab' y e 1" of next moneth, & Cap' Bradly 

(3) Mrs. Brodnax was Mary, daughter of Wm. Skerme of Henrico, 
and wife of John Brodnax of the same county. Her husband was probably 
in England and during his absence she was living in the family of Wm. 
Byrd. John Brodnax (who according to a deposition) was born in 1668, 
must have married again as he died in 1719, leaving five children. 
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ab* y e middle, therefore shall not trouble you farther att present 
but remain 

Yo r fr* & Serv' 

W B 
If you have not Sent mee any Small white Beads, pray Send 
mee by the 1"* oppertunity 2£ Lett them bee Small or none m 1 
Herberts 1«* bill for £50 Sent Herewith 
To m" Perry & Lane 
$ James 



To Mr North 

Virg'a 9 b 1 y" 22 th 1686 
S' 

This Serves onely to give you a Acco' of y e rec* of yo" $ 
Bradly & Ruds C'a with what goods you Sent by the former. 
Cap* Bradly I Suppose will Saile within ten days, therefore shall 
now inlarge these being chiefly to accompany the Booth with the 
inclosed bill of Ladeing for 20 H d » of Tobacco, w' h I hope will 
prove well. My Service to all our friends, hope to See you by 
the latter Ships, in the interim Remain 

Yo' reall fr* & Serv' 
W B 
The Contents of y e 20 H d » follows 
To m' North $ Booth 



To Perry and Lane 

Virg'a (9 b') the 29 th 1686 
Gen* 

My last to you by James with what Sent by him I hope ere 
this is come Safe to your hands, Since w h I have rec d yours <P 
Hall, Culpeper & Ruds, with what you Sent $ the 2 former, I 
suppose none here concern's will bee wanting to Halls dispatch; 
but fear it will bee Jan'ry before hee Sails. My Tobacco will 
bee all on board within ten days, hee complains the want of 
sloops will bee a great hinderance to him. I could wish the 
new ship in, where shee will not faile of a ready dispatch, hope 
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it may not bee long first. Here hath been a prety large Crop 
but greedily bought up, I thinke Tobacco generally much 
brighter then last year, wish there was any prospect of a 
good market; I am sorry any private discourse here (for 
writeing I doe not find my Selfe concern'd) should bee so 
ill represented, as to give you that occasion of resentment 
you Seem to expresse in your postscript $ Morgan, & if 
wee did (at this distance) misapprehend the measures you 
tooke I hope the error may bee pardonable, the most I remember 
past for my part, that Some ships had been formerly brought 
to London, when they might have found a better market in 
Holland, whither they were design 'd, or Somewhat to that 
purpose, & heard not a word of itt Since till y e rec* of yo" but 
of this enough; I & my wife must allways acknowledge our 
Selves infinitely oblidged to you & good Mad'm Perry for yo r 
extroardinary kindnesse to our daughter Susan. My family 
continues yet ill, with the Small pox but (hope in God) the 
worst is past', My Service to all frds & please to accept y e Same 
yo r Selves from 

Gen* 
Yo r frd & Serv' 

W B 
Being now from home I cannot Send you James 2 d bill of Lade- 
ing : nor Herberts 2 d bill of Ex*a but inclosed is another of Her- 
berts for £5. 16'. 07 St'g. 
To Mess" Perry & Lane $ Bradly 



To 



Virg'a 9 b r y" 29 th 1686 
S' 

This accompanys Cap* Bradly by whom I have sent you 100 
H d " of Tobacco, w' h hope may come well to Hand & find a better 
market then wee dare expect at present the Tobacco (I fear not) 
but will prove much brighter then last year. You may act 
with the ship I presume, as you find most convenient for the 
owners interest, provided it bee no prejudice to her forwardnesse 
next year, Ime sure you cannot find fault with us for her dis- 
patch this. 



LETTERS OF WILLIAM BYRD 137 

I have been under Some trouble lately. It haveing pleas'd 
God to afflict my family with Small pox, of w' h m" Brodnax 
& 3 of my old negro's dyed, & ab* 20 more beside my little 
daughter have gone through that foul distemper. My little 
Girle (I thanke God) is well recoverd & no Signe of them, the 
worst I hope is past, I made use of Bradlys Docto* & have 
charg'd a bill on you payable at Sight for £10 w' h hope you'l 
hono*. My Bro Tom being (as hee writes mee) free next Spring 
is earnest with mee for the Legacy left him by my Uncle, there- 
fore I desire you (if Tob'o will raise the mony) to pay it him. 
All fr'ds here in health & returne thanks for your kind token, 
w' h is intended to be disposed of According to your desire, 
whereof you may expect an Acco* hereafter. Pray give my 
Service to all our friends, & accept the same to yo'selfe & Lady 
from 

Yo r assured frd & Serv' 
W B 
Inclosed is a bill on you from Cornelius Dabany for £37. 10'. 
payable to mee, of w' h I doubt not yo r acceptance. 



To 



Virg'a Xb' y 30 th 1686 
Gen* 

This accompany's Cap* Hall by whom I have Sent you 80 
H d * of Tobacco, w' h was all I could get fairly on board him 
without disobliging others, that had allways Ship'd there, w' h 
I was unwilling to doe, not knowing what occasion there might 
bee to use them hereafter; Ime Sure I want fraight very much, 
hope the new ship & Burrell may help mee. Wee have done 
what wee could to dispatch Hall, & thinke (all things consider'd) 
hee hath done indifferently well, I must confess 'tis somewhat 
strange to mee to find others that have not had So ready a dis- 
patch, & goe out at an under fraight, & yet (to my knowledge) 
gain mony for their owners, whilst Hall (with all those advan- 
tages) brings his in debt, but shall refer this till I see you, which 
hope (God willing) may bee this next Spring: I find Some mis- 
take in the Goods $ Hall (Vizt) a Small box of Gun Lock's & 
flints, pack'd in a H d « & Said (in your Package bill) to bee 
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Grocery, but I doe not find my Selfe charged for them, by the 
next you may expect the Contents, w' h I yett know not, shall 
not trouble you farther at present, but with humble Service 
take leave, I am 

Gen* 

Yo r frd & Serv* 

W B 
Inclosed is m r Herberts two 2 d bills of Ex'ea for £55. 16 s . 07 d . 



To 



Xb r y c 30 th 1686 
S' 

I wrote to you ab' a moneth Since p Bradly w' h hope by this 
time w th w' Sent $ him may bee come to your Hands, this Serves 
onely to cover the inclosed bills of Ex'ca & informe you of our 
wellfare, designing this day (God willing) to remember all our 
friends with yo r kind token, at Cap' Randolphs, where you will 
not bee forgotten: My Service to m" North & all our friends 
from 

S' 

Yo r frd & Servant 

Wm Byrd 
Corn: Dabany's 2 d bill for £37. 10". 
ffran: Poythres 1 st bill for 25. 15. 

(To be Continued) 



